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On behalf of the Kiwanis Club of 
Rogue River, welcome to the annual 
National Rooster Crow weekend! 

In carrying on the tradition of 
wonderful, family-focused fun, this 
year's festivities will not disappoint. 
Along with our partner in the organizing 
and running of this great event, The 
Rogue River Chamber of Commerce, 
join us in thanking the many volunteers 
from the city and nearby area who have 
worked together to present a wide 
variety of activities for your enjoyment. 

We'd also like to acknowledge the 


WELCOME TO 


ROOSTER CROW 2017! 


many local businesses and civic 
organizations that have supported the 
publication of this booklet from which its 
proceeds allow your Kiwanis Club to 
continue to serve the children of Rogue 
River, Evan's Valley, and Wimer. Please 
patronize these folks whenever possible. 
Their advertising allows us to: 

* Offer scholarships for 
deserving Rogue River High 
School graduating seniors. 

* Recognize Rogue River Jr/Sr. 
High School and River's Edge 
Academy Students of the 
Month. 

¢ — Provide a safe house on 
Halloween at the Live Oak 
Grange House with games and 
snacks. 

* — Hold the popular community 
Easter Egg Hunt at Beck Field 
on the Saturday before Easter. 

¢ And so much more! 


If you are a community-focused, 
good-hearted, and fun-loving person, 
please consider joining us in our efforts. 
Members of the club will be at the Crow 
all weekend, especially at our trailer 
selling soft serve ice cream and drinks. 
Stop by and say, “Hi.” We'd enjoy 
meeting you. : 

Have a terrific time this weekend — 
a community tradition since 1953! 
There are the parade, all sorts of family 
activities, a multitude of vendors and 
eats, boat races, the car show (on 
Sunday), and of course, the Main 
Saturday Event: the laugh-filled Human 
Crow and avian (or fowl, if you wish) 
Rooster Crow contests. 


Enjoy! 


Art Ferranti 

President, 2017 

Rogue River Kiwanis Club 

P.O. Box 35 « Rogue River * 97537 


THE ROGUE RIVER 
KIWANIS CLU 
Serving the Children of our Community 


Rogue River Kiwanis Club meets every 


Wednesday for lunch at the Live Oak Grange 
Come and Join Us! 


LOOK FOR THE KIWANIS TRAILER SERVING 
SOFT SERVE ICE CREAM and DRINKS. 


YOUR SUPPORT WILL HELP US SERVE OUR COMMUNITY. 
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Mayor SPONSORS 
Abby’s Legendary Pizza 
Bradley Realty 
e City of Rogue River 
“Ay Evergreen Federal Bank 
Heuertz & Nionen 
Jeremy Sibet, Realtor 
Murphy Plywood 
Pacific Power & Light 
Rogue River Chamber of Commerce 
Star Body Works 
Southern Oregon Sanitation 
Spitz insurance Agency/Farmers Insurance 
State Farm - Dean Stirm 
Subway of Rogue River 
Tarasco Family Restaurant 
Umpqua Bank 


SaTuRDAY ONLY SPONSORS 

Lil Pantry 
Main Building Supply 

Rogue River Family Practice Clinic 
Rogue River Pharmacy 
Car SHow/SunpDAY ONLY SPONSORS 

Best Western inn at the Rogue 
Edward Jones Investments - Bryan Dorsey 
Southern Oregon Credit Services 


UE 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
EE ne 
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At HOME...in Southern Oregon. 


For over 80 years Evergreen Federal Bank has been helping our customers buy, build, and 
refinance their homes. We are proud to serve you locally and offer in-house servicing. 


To speak to our loan officers call: 541-479-3351 


Evergreen Federal Bank . 3 I; NE RGR | It 


MORTGAGE CENTER FEDERAL BANK S yn 
www.evergreenfederal.bank £\SS 
‘© Member FDIC 


Main Branch: 969 SE Sixth St., Grants Pass * (541) 479-3351 =» Toll Free: (800) 275-6148 
Rogue River: 10] Pine St.. Rogue River * (541) 582-0512 


2017 ROOSTER CROW GRAND MARSHAL: 


LAWRENCE MARTIN 


Brian Mortensen 
Rogue River Press 


GRAND MARSHAL 
NEVER AFRAID TO 
WORK 


Lawrence Martin has never 
been afraid of a challenge, and 
he's never been afraid of work. 

Martin, 77, a life-long resi- 
dent of his family ranch near 
Martin's Corner just south of 


Wimer, is the Grand Marshal of . 


this year's Rooster Crow Pa- 
rade. 

Martin is the fifth of seven 
children to the late James and 
Lottie Martin. Martin, the great- 
grandson to legendary Nez 
Perce Chief Joseph, was a 
long-time member of the 
Rogue River Schoo! Board 
and is the namesake of the 
gym at Rogue River Junior/Se- 
nior High School. Lawrence is 


The children of James and 


s 


Lawrence Martin gives a ride to his friend Ti (pronounced like 'tie). Martin still lives at the 


J-Diamond-L Ranch in Wimer and carries on the legacy of his parents James and Lottie Martin. 


the youngest of the Martins’ 
five sons. 

This year is the 80th an- 
niversary of the J-Diamond-L 
Ranch, the land and home 


Martin's parents moved to in 
1937, as a couple of 24 and 22 
years old, already with three 
young sons, Lawrence's older 
brothers Jim, Fred, and Carl. 


Lottie Martin often get together for reunions. 


Lined up by age, from the right, are Jim, Fred, Carl, Don, Lawrence, Sharon and Cheryl. 
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As rich and as adventurous 
as his fathers life was, 
Lawrence Martin's life seems 
to have been so, as well. 

He graduated from Rogue 
River High School, when it was 
still downtown in what is now 
the Rogue River Elementary 
School West campus, in 1959 
and was gone, enlisted in the 
U.S. Navy, two days later. 

It's the only time he's spent 
away from Wimer and J-Dia- 
mond-L Ranch. 

"What do | do," he an- 
swered a question. "That's a 
good question. 

"I've basically made a living 
by the seat of my pants all my 
life." 

Along with raising hay on 
the ranch, Martin now makes 
his living through real estate. 
Just after he got out of the 

see MARTIN on page 11 


SCHEDULE 


FRIDAY, JUNE 23: 
= 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
(t) Rogue River Friends of the Library Book Sale 
412 East Main Street 


5:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
Q 64th Annual Rooster Crow Kick-Off Dinner 


at the Rogue River Community Center - 133 Broadway 
Sponsored by the Rogue River Chamber of Commerce 


Me 6:00 pm — 8:00 pm 
5) Live Entertainment performed by “LifeLine” 
Woodville Museum Bandstand 


SATURDAY, JUNE 24: 
10:00 am - 4:00 pm 


1) Rogue River Friends of the Library Book Sale 
412 East Main Street 

A 8:00 am 

3 Rooster Crow Fun Run & Walk 


Sponsored by Southern Oregon Runners 
Registration and check-in at Beck Field off Berglund Street 


9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Vendor Booths - Commercial and Non-Profit 
First and Pine Streets 


Ca»> 


9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Art Show 
6 “Shirley Bell and the Brush Strokers” 
Woodville Museum 


Downtown Merchant's Street Sale 


r 9:00 am — 5:00 pm 
Depot Street 


10:00 am 
Rooster Crow Parade 


Line up at the Woodville Shopping Center 
Lineup begins at 8:45 am 


11:00 am ~ 2:00 pm 
Live Entertainment performed by 
“Don West Band” 
Woodville Museum Bandstand 


<2 B 


12:00 pm 
4 Cal-Ore River Racers Prequalification 
ww John F. Fleming Memorial Park and 
Coyote Evans Wayside Boat Ramp - Rogue River Highway 
Jet Boats displayed on Depot Street after prequalifications. 


OF EVENTS 


12:00 pm 
(9 Rooster Crow Registration 
Rooster Crow Arena 


12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
@ Water Ball Competition & 
Vehicle Extrication Demonstration 
Rogue River Elementary School - East Grounds 


6) 1:00 pm - 1:45 pm 
“Ballet Folkorico Ritmo Alegro” 
Mexican Dancers at Tarasco’s Mexican Restaurant 


2:00 pm 
Rooster Crow Parade Winners Announced 
Rooster Crow Arena 


"QP 2:15 pm Gy 


(9 Human Kooster Crow Contest 
Rooster Crow Arena 


2:45 pm 
64th Annual 
(0 National Rooster Crowing Contest 


Rooster Crow Arena 


an 3:30 pm - 7:30 pm 
( 5)Live Entertainment performed by “Roadsters” 
Be Woodville Museum Bandstand 


All Day Children Activities at the Kidz Koop 


SUNDAY, JUNE 25: | 
11:00 am 
“Church in the Park”’ 


Officiated by New Beginnings Church 


i 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
( ) Vendor Booths - Commercial and Non-Profit 
ag First and Pine Streets 


8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
(2 17th Annual Rooster Crow Car Show 
Downtown Rogue River - MC’d by Jeff Smith 


12:00 pm 
y Cal-Ore River Racers Race 


John F. Fleming Memorial Park and 
Coyote Evans Wayside Boat Ramp - Rogue River Highway 


All Day Children Activities at the Kidz Koop 
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Rogue River’s Been Crowing Since 1953 


MN = ine Dre 
—— | The City is once again Proud to 
t be a Major Sponsor of the 
‘i “64th Annual Rogue River National 
i , | Rooster Crow” Weekend 
ab peo pa 2 ” 4 4 
a — 
| ee - . £ 
ty d 
i¥ ¥ : a i 
eae . re GE 
yA ; a 
Mayor = ee 
(xy A —— | | 
Pam VanArsdale | i | 
City Councilors: \e 
Blil Jones 3 aa ag 
Fred England 64Years And Still Crowing 
Bob Cathenvood = This Year We're Crowing Like a Redneck] 
Shelli Spencer 
Don Daugherty The City Council is happy to announce that the Park at the 
Mark Poling corner of First and Pine Streets has officially been named 
“Rooster Park” and a Draft Master Plan has been completed! 
Planning 
issioners: ne . 
on ‘ | ie 4 “Th Incorporated.in the 
Grdvengiand = ‘ “Rooster Park” 
Boensunp DRAFT Master Plan is a 
Don Collins | children's water feature, 
Evan Goegiein | covered pavilion, restrooms, 
Rick Kempa = | tables with benches, exercise 
Carolyn Ritey ei | Stations for walkers and runners, 
| new trees and landscaping — this 
ee a “~< | is going to be a park that citizens 
rakes Rogue River 0 groct * , | of all ages will be able to use and 
orig a enjoy for many years to come! 
City of Rogue River 
133 Broadway - Box 1137 - Rague River - Oregon - 97537-1137 - (541) 582-4401 
wimy.atyofrogueriver.org 


OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Friday 9:00-a.m. to 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
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MOUNTAIN OF THE ROGUE 
A GEM FOR MOUNTAIN BIKERS 


Brian Mortensen 
Rogue River Press 


The Mountain of the 
Rogue Trail System may al- 
ready be a gem to all local out- 
door enthusiasts, not only to 
those who participate in its in- 
tended audience, mountain 
bikers. : 

"Everybody's excited 
about it," Rogue River busi- 
nessman Darren Jahn said. 


"We see this is as a 100 per- mt 


cent positive thing for Rogue 
River, both for the community 
members who will be able to 
use it, as well as for the eco- 
nomic benefit that should 
come from out of the area. 

"It's cool to see it coming 
together and people excited 
about it." 


It was Jahn and fellow | 


businessman and mountain 
biker Dean Stirm who came up 


ie ZF i 


DAY SPA & SALON 


Lust / telson 
PH 541.582.3838 


~ Wat ga Cire ~ Tannire 


age Body Vax 


~ Spa Treetmacts 


with the idea while climbing a 
hill on a mountain biking trip 
somewhere else in the Rogue 
Valley. 

"It was Dean Stirm's idea," 
Jahn said. "We were riding our 
bikes out of the area, in south- 
ern Oregon, but obviously not 
around here, there's nowhere 
to ride. And Dean said, 
‘Wouldn't it be cool to have 
some place to ride? Why don't 
we? We're surrounded by 
mountains. Why do we not 
have any trails." 

After four years of coordi- 
) 9) nating with the Bureau of Land 
"| Management (BLM), finding a 


See MOUNTAIN page 10 


jalthy & Reautiil smiles 


renee Comprehensive Oral Health Care 
Family & Cosmetic. Dentistry 


New Patients Always Welcome! 
Adult & Family Dentistry ° Preventive Care 
Fillings ¢ Crowns ¢ Whitening 


Wayne A. Hopper DMD, LLC 


General Dentist 


204 W Main St ¢ Rogue River 


582-5787" 
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NO ROOSTER? 
NO PROBLEM... 
HUMANS Crow, TOO! 


The National Human Crow 
Championship shares the 
spotlight with the Rooster 
Crow on Saturday, June 24. 
The event began several 
years ago as a great way to 
rev up the crowd for the big 
event. 

Each year, the Human 
Crow continues to grow in 
popularity as children of all 
ages give their best crow for 

the microphone. Winners are 
| selected based on crowd re- 
sponse. There is no entry fee 
for the Human Crow, just bring 
your best voice and let ‘er rip. 

See a little more about 
last year's winner's on page 
22: 


Rudd Howell of Brookings won the 
Human Crowing contest. Howell is a re- 
peat winner, taking the 2000 champi- 
onship. He beat a field that included 
2014 champion Jeff Nemeth. 


Bella Framing 


There’s no need to “get on 


FREE ART 
PRINT!* 


Visit during 


the interstate” for quality 
picture-framing. 
Bella Framing & Art can 


frame your artwork and 
Rooster Crow 


Weekend for a 
FREE Ed Chance 
Wildlife print! 


“Quantity limited to 100 prints 
One per household 


treasures creatively with 


over 1200 frame choices 


and 800 mat colors to 


choose from. Misty, owner 
of Bella Framing & Art, 
will custom frame your 
artwork to tts best advantage. Bring your art treasures 


to Downtown Rogue River for quality picture-framing 
at... 


Bella Framing & Art 
100 Depot St + Rogue River * 541.582.1245 


MOUNTAIN from page 9 


a place for others looking for a 
new set of trails. 

The Mountain of the Rogue 
will have what mountain bike 
enthusiasts know as a stacked 
loop system. 

"\t's where you have your 
easier trails lower down on the 
mountain, like Green Circle for 
the easiest to the most difficult 
(black diamond), and it pro- 
gresses in difficulty the further 
up the mountain you go," Nick 
McDaniel, a forester for the 
BLM who is also a mountain 
biker, said. "There'll be a good 
variation of trail types." 

There are currently six 
trails, ranging in difficulty from 
green circle (RAT Pack and 
Pay Dirt), to the black diamond 
trail Arm Bar. There is another 
planned trail spurring from the 
RAT Pack trail. 


Authentic Food & Genuine Hospitality 


There are now seven miles 
of trail, with more planned. You 
can climb as high as the 1,300- 
foot peak of Tin Pan Peak. 

The three loops are bike- 
specific, direction-specific trails 
coming down the hill, ranging 
from two miles to about six 
miles. 

The parking lot is located 
just across North River Road 
from the trail system. 

There is room to build 
more trails on a patchwork quilt 
of BLM properties connected 
to the current Mountain of the 
Rogue area, but further expan- 
sion would require environ- 
mental documentation and — 
public comment, as much as in 
the initial stages of the Moun- 
tain of the Rogue's birth. 

For more information see 
http://www.bIm.gov/or/dis- 
tricts/medford/plans/mount/ 


MEXICAN RESTAURANT 


Dining ° Lounge °¢ Cocktails ° Take-out 


BUY ONE 
ENTREE» 


Terasco 


172 OFFS 


Coupon Expires 08 32 17 
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GET NEXT ONE 


si 582-3329 


Rogue River Shopping Center 


Pye Dea ED NECK cROW 64 YRI 


MARTIN from page 5 
Navy, in 1963, he began 
working as a builder, which 
he continued until 1966. 
"When | realized | had to 
interface with the unions to 
build the kind of business | 
wanted, | decided | was in the 
wrong business,” he said. "I 
realized early on what | was 
going to be putting up with." 
He then started a ma- 


chine shop in what is now the ° 


Carquest Auto Parts store in 
Grants Pass and had it until 
1980. 

"| always had an interest 
in the food service business 
for some unknown reason," 
he said. "| bought that little 
restaurant right up there at 
Wimer (the Ranch Cafe). We 
had it going for quite a few 
years. | actually found it to be 
a really enjoyable business. | 
just loved that business, but 
it's a young person's game." 

He and his wife Sharon 
owned the cafe for five years. 

"For me, it was the chal- 
lenge of learning a new busi- 
ness that's different from any 
business going and dealing 


with the people in the com- 
munity," he said. "| met peo- 
ple in my community that | 
had never met before." 

He said he thinks this part 
of him that has seemed apt to 
take on challenges and try 
something new comes from 
his upbringing. 

"We had parents that, in 
hindsight, were just superb 


_ parents," he said. "They were 


the parents that we need 
today. They taught us respect 
as little-bitty kids. They cre- 
ated jobs for us, and we al- 
ways had responsibility." 

"Lawrence has always as- 
tounded me with his business 
mind, his ability to look at 
things from all angles, and his 
planning for the future gener- 
ations," Martin's sister, Cheryl 
Martin-Sund said. "If he 
builds something on the 
ranch, it's not with the idea 
that it will be there for 10 or 
20 years. He builds it to last 
100 years! 

"He is the hardest worker 
| know and can still outwork 
most teenagers. I've always 
admired his strength of char- 


Rogue River Famt 


IAN MATEJA, D.O. » HEATHER MERLO, M.D. 
CORA HAZE, PA-C * DAVID RAY, F.N.P. 


582-0505 


509 East Main Street 
P.O. Box 1020 
Rogue River, OR 97537 


mt AAA occas ae 


acter and his ability to build 
something out of nothing... 
Lawrence has done a fine job 
of carrying on our parents’ 
legacy here on the ranch, 
making it a safe haven for the 
families who live here and a 
place the community can be 
proud of." 

He and his first wife Dixie 
raised three children, Ray, 
Laurie, and Mark. Mark is a 
builder who also lives on the 
ranch. Ray is a landscaper in 
Palm Springs, Calif., and 
Laurie has worked in jobs that 
have taken her all over the 
world. She is now the head of 
human resources at Star- 
wood Hotels and Resorts, the 
parent company of Sheraton 
Hotels. He has another son, 
the son of the woman to 
whom he remarried 30 years 
ago, Sharon, named Cliff, 
who also works in Medford. 

Martin has ten grandchil- 
dren and two great-grandchil- 
dren. 

On his selection as the 
Grand Marshal for this year's 
Rooster Crow, Martin said 
he's been trying to figure out 
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y Practice 


how he feels about it. 

"| haven't been a real 
high-profile-type person," he 
said. "When they called me 
and talked to me about it, | 
told them, ‘Gosh, | can sit 
here and think of a number of 
people in the community that 
are deserving of that. Why'd | 
get picked?’ She said, ‘Your 
name came up so many 
times in the nomination 
process.” 

He said he didn't immedi- 
ately give an answer and 
thought about it a little more 
before eventually accepting. 

"The real question is, 
‘Why did | accept it," he said. 
"[ just sort of felt that | am part 
of the community. | know the 
community, and, to some de- 
gree, the community has 
called me. So, | guess I'll be 
in the parade." 

He was asked if he would 
like to ride in a classic car in 
the parade, and he said he 
may. 

"| was actually thinking of 
walking with the military guys, 
you know, at the head of the 
parade. | might do that." 


ROGUE RIVER KIWANIS HEART & SOUL 


When Charlie Weaver 
passed away in 2014, a com- 
munity mourned. 

“He will be greatly 
missed,” John Krawczyk said, 
echoing many others through- 
out the community of Rogue 
River upon hearing the news 
that Weaver had died Sunday, 
January 26, 2014. 

“A constant volunteer, he 
gave so many hours to so 
many organizations and com- 
munity efforts,” recalled Mark 
Reagles, who was a member 
of the same Kiwanis Club and 
witnessed first-hand Weaver's 
energy and wit as he volun- 
teered at annual events, like 
Rooster Crow. “I think his 
whole life was about giving to 
this community. He had such 


Something To Crow Ab 


fond memories about growing 
up here.” 

Weaver passed away just 
two weeks shy of his 74th 
birthday, after suffering from 
complications associated with 
pulmonary fibrosis. 

Ever since his childhood in 
Arizona, Weaver loved “all 
things Western,” and always 
wore his trademark white 
Stetson and western shirts. 

Krawczyk, then current 
president of the Rogue River 
Kiwanis Club, said that with 
22 years under his belt, 
Weaver was the longest serv- 
ing Kiwanian and had been 
president several times. 

“He was the heart and 
soul of the club,” Krawczyk 
said. 


1381 mR einaal ma Grants Pass 
www.sosanitation.com 


Charlie Weaver, seen here in his trademark Stetson and western shirt on 
his 70th birthday in 2010, loved Rogue River and Rogue River loved him. 


This is a historical snippet 


lished in the Rogue River 
from an original article pub- 


Press on January 29, 2014. 


out! 


a oS 


For over 60 years, Southern Oregon Sanitation 


has been a family owned and operated business 
specializing in waste management systems. 


We are your neighbors who share a 
common interest in the well-being of the 


communities we live in, by supporting home-town 


traditions like the Rooster Crow event. 


Over the years, we have significantly increased 
our capacity to serve Josephine County and 
surrounding areas, including territories in Jackson 
County. Our goal is to consistently enhance our 
waste management systems to be efficient, 

cost effective and sustainable. 
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Wiile at the Rooster Crow 
Stop By & Enjoy 
- Delicious Outdoor BBQ! 


Rooster Crow Weekend Proceeds 


go to our local charities! This year’s proceeds will be 
donated to the Evans Valley Community Center. 


Ow wom =6Enyoy Music THROUGHOUT 


Rayer OFF 
RWIER THE AFTERNOON & EVENING! 
FRIDAY NIGHT SATURDAY AFTERNOON 
June 23rd & SATURDAY NIGHT 
9:00 - 1:00 ant* Jone Sart 
FRANKIE 2:00 vai - 5:00 pm* 
HERNANDEZ WILLIE & THE POOR BOYS } 6:00-7:00 me 


DOS TACOS 


TIL 


9:00 pm - 1:00 am* 
FRANKIE 
We Actively & Proudly HERNANDEZ 
Support Our Rogue River 
Community All Year Long 


The Rooster Crow 


Project Partnership 


(Rogue River Kiwanis) 5 
Connie Fisk Cancer Foundation = 
ASANTE 7 g 
The Rogue River Community om 3 3 
i ned . i 7 ma en “‘gile™ 

Center's Christmas S Whe i P = 
2 
= 

* 


iad ~~ es 4 : 
BROMAER UNDER 


The Rogue River 
Commaenity Gardens 


The ROC 


Youth Outreach Program 108 Depot Street ¢ Rogue River ¢ 541 582-1631 


oe ———— 
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from the cover of $2 before 7pm and $5 after 7 pm will 


NATIONAL ROOSTER CROW GRAND MARSHALS 


1978 Anna Classick 

1979 Carl "Bud" Dick 

1980 Shade Combs 

1981 Dennis Hitch 

1982 Glen Wooldridge 

1983 Jim & Lottie Martin 

1984 Carl "Bud" Magerle 
& May Ellis 

1985 Mabel Rigel 


1986 Hugh Hartman 


1988 Jeanette Umscheid 
1989 Walter Dennis — 
1990 Royal Deland 


1992 Gary Chittum 


1993 Colista Moore 


« @:  raue (Cer | 


>  EMIROPRACTIC.. | 
“4, 


Wy 


Noah G. Jarvie, DC 


© Neck Pain © Back Pain 
© Headaches © Muscle Pain 
oArm & Leg Pain 


Head ~ Heart ~ Hands 


582-6508 


wwurrchiro.net 


Now Located in the 
Woodville Center 
109 Ww. Main Street 


1987 Georgia & Carl Lane 


1991 Jim & Lottie Martin 


& Sally Holiday 


| 2007 Hope Warren's 


2008 Tom Artoff 
) 2009 Ellen 


4 2010 Nick Niquette 


1994 Dick Skevington 
1995 Roy Milton 
1996 Jim Craig 
1997 Dorothy Finney 
1998 Dick Handbury 
1999 Dave Thomas 
2000 Dale Hatch 
2001 Bob Kirkwood 
2002 Fred Boettcher 
2003 Bob Gail 
2004 Nancy Bradley 
2005 Charlie Weaver 
2006 John 

& Treeva Schaeffer 2976 Rooster Crow Grand Marshal 
Alice Hatch 
Family 2013 John Bond 

2014 Sam 
& Marilyn Evensizer 

& Ralph Campbell 2015 Larry Wills 
2016 Alice Hatch 
2017 Lawrence Martin 


2011 Wanda Nesbit 
2012 Neathamer Family 


HEUERTZ & MONEN, P.C. 


Attorneys & Counselors at Law 


WH i i 


ii a 


A Law Firm ee - um a 
Estate Planning ~ Wills/Trusts/Probate ~ Corporations/Partnerships/LLC’s 
Real Estate Matters ~ Guardianships/Conservatorships 
214 E. Main Street, ROGUE River ° (541) 582-4115 
www.rogueriverlawyers.com 


| 
i 
di 
| 
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DINNER KICKS OFF WEEKEND FESTIVITIES 


At the the annual dinner, the Mayor reads the Rooster Crow Proclamation officially kicking off the Crow festivities. 


Atthe annual Rooster = Crow Festival. meaning the mayor Commerce-sponsored din- 
Crow “kick-off” dinner, And, the “finely clad” granted the poultry a 24- ner at the Rogue River 
roosters are given permis- _ fowl are allowed to display | hour amnesty. Community Center are not 
sion by Rogue River's their plumage and “crow to The roosters (orhens) so lucky. A barbecued 
Mayor to “strut their stuff’ their heart's content with- = in the 24 hours preceding _— chicken dinner is the main 
during the National Rooster _ out fear of retribution” — Friday night's Chamber of course. 


NATIONAL ROOSTER CROW 


BANDSTAND 
SCHEDULES 


Live music fun begins on Friday night this 
year at the Woodville Museum 
Bandstand when the band, “LifeLine” 
helps to kick off Rooster Crow festivities. 
They will play from 6pm to 8pm. 

Saturday morning after the Rooster Crow 
Parade at 11am the “Don West Band” (spon- 
sored by the Woodville Museum) 
performs at the Woodville Museum Band- 
stand. This performance goes until 2pm. 

The Museum Bandstand will also feature 
the band, “Roadsters” (sponsored by the 
Rogue River Chamber of Commerce) from 
3:30-7:30 pm on Saturday. 

There is no admission charge to enjoy the 


entertainment at the bandstand. 
of Magee Dhatacraphe SS Onsp hoe Aste 
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SPOTLIGHT: ROGUE RIVER KIWANIS 
“STUDENT OF THE MONTH” PROGRAM 


For over a century, Kiwanis experience, dream, grow, suc- 
International has created op- ceed, and thrive. So service is 
portunities for children to learn, the heart of every local Kiwanis 


Dean Stirm 
Agent 


Photo Courtes 


99 Pine Street 
7 One of the many community-based activities of the Rogue River Kiwanis Club Is to monthly 
Rogue River, O R recognize in conjunction with the faculty during the academic year grade, extracurricular, 
and service excellence of a student from each class from Rogue River Jr/Sr. High School 
97537-9428 . and River's Edge Academy. . 


Bus: 541-582-1234 
Cell: 541-660-4537 


dean@deanstirm.com 


NMLS MLO #326776 
NMLS #139716 


club and your local Rogue 
River Kiwanis team meets their 
high standards. (Ed. Note: See 
the list on page 2 for an outline 
of the community services they 
provide.) 

Here's a bit more about just 
one of their activities. Every 
month during the school year 
in partnership with their facul- 
ties and administration, the 


Rogue River Kiwanis Club rec- 
ognizes students from each 
class of the Rogue River Jun- 
ior/Senior High School 
(RRJSHS) and one high 
school student from the River's 
Edge Academy Charter school 
(REACH) as Students of the 

Month. 
Erika Ochoa, Counselor, 
See KIWANIS page 27 
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TLC CHIROPRACTIC 
Physical and Massage Therapy Accepting New Patients 
230 E. Main Street Rogue River, OR 97537 Most Insurances Accepted 
541-582-2323 
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ROOSTER CROW PRIZES 


e Ist Place: $150 
e 2nd Place: $50 
e 3rd Place: $35 
e Ath Place: $25 
e 5th Place: $10 


e Cage Prize: $15 


The Rooster Crow Contest and Human Crow are 
FREE to enter. Prizes awarded courtesy of the 
Rogue River Kiwanis Club 
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== Don'the tooled by impostors... 
= Bob Copeland owns the only Asphalt plant in 
= Josephine County. 


ie: We provide you with the complete job: clearing, grading, 
@e rocking, paving, rolling, chip sealing. 


| For all your aggregate needs, buy direct from the source and save 


Beemer call for delivery! We pave driveways, parking lots, pafching, 
Mees mill yards, roads, streets, tennis courts, subdivisions and more. 


cali 541-862-2390 totiay for a free estimate! 
149 Aggregate Ave, Grants Pass, OR 97527 
Hours: Fania — Qaoan fi-F Cpipaving.com | 


PAGE 17 


1953 Hollerin’ Harry ......ceecccceecceees ioiethl 
1953 Beetle: Barrys vere ct cele Siecsaveveuste ace vere 109 
1954 Rocky...... Re Ae Veg cae nF cr ebate ts ieee o Lavey su ederarese 79 
1955 PrincerAlbert....«.tecctrt eins sis soeeels uci 81 
1956 Briggs sas: .s-iievaccferetteanebscketets erekelekekovensatets te 70 
1957 Gol diens ., 5.0: se ae cserctreer terse erey 20 66 
LOSB:RUStY «s,s. si. ss idee ceceesret bese Beltels ousr crousze re tenonebe 68 
1959'SAMGyVc,occreis << eccrebeaeleuelecs cette. sWeretetede atevase 96 
TSG6OU SROMe sete a roaches caredotorn, caatne wees 67 
> ——_— —_—— oh kk re =. 
ores SE PE 

Taye wtLee “<Sese 
i age =: 
a2 = o mo 
oes oI a 
ji —- a =| i— 
aom= \Tm@mwun eles 
a — i | a ca el 
amo i— se 
a — | ta = me 
ofp 4 2 
f= ——— i = | ~ a = ma 
ao ea eet 
oe: COFFEE) ==: 
i — i ——— i —| t= | 
(— i —— i —| ea at a 
seh ==: 

ESOS SOMETHING TO START YOU CROWING!! ote 

> ya) 
oe 2 -s-e-6 6 -e-e-a-e 6 6 Oe ae 
bel | 


~~ 
> 
a 
m7 
-_ 
oo 


NATIONAL ROOSTER CROW PAST CHAMPIONS 
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JUST A LITTLE CONTEST 


Bruce Bampforth with Rocky, the 1954 crowing champion 


Rooster Crow turns 64 this 
year. 

Who would have thought 
that something inspired by old 
Welsh traditions — rooster crow- 
ing contests held during holiday 
celebrations -— would have 
grown into a major annual 
event? 

According to old press ac- 
counts, in 1953, a local named 


Shade Coombs remembered 
stories of Welsh coal miners 
and their holiday rooster crow- 
ing contests. Coombs felt that 
such a contest would be a great 
way to generate publicity 
and help promote local busi- 
nesses. 

The idea was to see which 
rooster could crow the most 
within 30 minutes — and its 


POWERED 8Y TRUST 


owner would win money if it 
crowed the most. 

Coombs' fellow merchants 
and the local Booster Club 
thought it would be a good idea 
and a cash prize was estab- 
lished. May 23, 1953, marked 
the first Rooster Crow — more 
than 500 people were in atten- 
dance and there were 75 roost- 
ers and their owners in the 
contest. 

Hollerin' Harry was the win- 
ner, netting his owner the tidy 
sum of $50. 

The contest was such a 
success, having drawn media 
attention from as far as Port- 
land, that Rogue River held an- 
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other one Sept. 5 that same 
year. 

June 1954 marked the next 
event, which drew in more than 
2,000 people — far-more than 
they had originally anticipated. 

From that point on, Rooster 
Crow has continued to grow 
and is now one of the most 
well-known events in the Rogue 
Valley. Over the years, a parade 
was added, along with a human 
crowing contest. And, now, peo- 
ple can also enjoy a classic car 
show, art shows and hundreds 
of vendors. 

‘ Not bad for a little rooster 
crowing contest. (There’s more 
history on page 30.) 


Rogue River 
Fire District 


941-582-4411 


Join The Lareest & Most Successful 
Ambulance Membership Program In The 
Country. Family Coverage 


For Emergencies Call 911 


DRIVEN 8Y VALUE 


MOTORS 


We are Proud to Help Celebrate Rooster Crow’s 64th Year! . 


WWW.ROEMGTORS.COM 
on 7TH 7TH & “E” STREET, GRANTS PASS + 341-476- eeteY 
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A PART OF ROGUE RIVER FLISTORY 


The Live Oak Grange in 
Rogue River underwent im- 
provements to its ballroom and 
inner workings. 

Live Oak Grange, whose 
original building where its great 
ballroom is — originally, a bar- 
racks building moved from the 
Army outpost Camp White in 
1951 — saw its roof was repaired 
last summer and the ballroom 
floor refinished. 

The stage on the north end 
of the building is also being re- 
furbished, placing insulation in 
the wall space and ceiling it with 
drywall, "so all the walls will be 
clean and neat and have insu- 
lation, so it isn't so cold back 
there, so it's a lot easier to take 
care of," Maggie Clark, presi- 
dent of the Live Oak Grange, 
said. 

In addition, the stage floor 
has also been refinished and 
sanded, yielding, as Clark's hus- 
band, Rick, the grange's secre- 
tary said, a couple garbage cans 
full of sawdust, with insulation 
added underneath the floor- 
boards. 

Maggie Clark said the Live 


All Well: 8 Pup Service.s 


© Pump Repair 
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WWW. ailWellandPump.c com, , 
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Live Oak Grange had many imnrevenertal thanks to Rick and Maggie Clark, 


Oak Grange has procured all 
funds toward its repairs, either 
out of she and her husband's 
pockets and through fundrais- 
ers. 

"| know the roof was like 
$12,000, $13,000," she said. 
“Once the roof was done, we 
could put money in on the floor- 
ing and new carpet." 

She said the grange is al- 
ways looking for donations and 
skilled workers willing to donate 
their work. 

"(The building) needs new 
siding," she said. "It's asbestos 


(4357) 


Steve Pergin Jr 
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(on the exterior walls), and we 
need siding over it. It's going to 
cost a lot of money, and it will 
need new casings around the 
doors, front and back.” 

Rick Clark said he believes 
there was an existing grange 
building already in place, where 
the kitchen and dining room are 
now, that was attached to the 
ballroom building when it was 
moved from Camp White. 

Maggie Clark said she and 
her husband got involved in the 
grange about eight years ago. 
She said she wanted to work on 


Ce Se Sees 


the building just because it was 
deteriorating. 

"My husband and | decided 
the goal was to bring it back into 
its natural beauty," she said. 
"We've done upgrades. We've 
done everything we had to do 
to bring it up to code." 

One of those necessary 
upgrades is replacing the old- 
fashion electrical fuse boxes, 
with the old glass fuses, with a 
panel box with switches. 

The Live Oak Grange has 
regular renters that pay at a 

see LIVE OAK GRANGE on page 21 
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© New Installations | 
© Holding Tanks 


© Hand Pumps 
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© Emergency Service | 
© Free Estimates 


LIVE OAK GRANGE from page 20 


monthly rate, along with din- 
ners, baby showers, weddings. 

"The hospital in Grants 
Pass has its Christmas dinners 
there," Clark said. “That's why 
we wanted to make it look nice, 
so people could use it. We rent 
it quite often.” 

The Live Oak Grange is 
also donated as the official 
venue for the Miss Rogue River 


Chris” 


pageant and crab dinner. 

Rick Clark said there are 
now 19 members of the Live 
Oak Grange, six above the 
mandatory 13. Membership in 
the grange is only $45 a year, 
and he said more members 
would go a long way toward the 
life and upkeep of the building. 

Article originally published 
in the Rogue River Press on 
March 23, 2016. 
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Owner: HOURS 
ChrisSageau = Tue Fil 
541-299-0611 80°50 
Saturdays 1] 
102 BE Main St. 8:30-2:00. 
Rogue River, OR ; 
No Appointment Needed 


i) 1148. MainSe., Rogue River © (541) 582-0111 © www.bradleyrealty.biz * Email: 
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Friendly Affordable Quality Work 
Diagnostic ¢ Major Repairs « Tune-Ljp * Brakes » Maintenance Service 
Cummins Diesel Expert » Engine and Transmission Exchanges 


Quners: Scott & Jane Unter 
eNié Park Street ¢ Rogua River 


= 
Win = 11) aes _ — 
When heels won't worl, we put on the sboots. 
Left ta right: Whitney Paulsen, Broker; Panny Dunlap, Broker; Pam VanArsdale, Principal Broker; Bambl Blanchl, Broker; 
Teresa Ward, Owner/ Principal Broker; Jessica Struffert, Broker, and Kay!a Dunton, Office Managor 


hed tes(o)paa . 
adleyrealty@gmail.com & 


¢ North & South 
Grants Pass 


* Downtown Merlin 
¢ Merlin Exit at 1-5 
. ° White City 
* Central Point 
* Rogue River 
* Roseburg 
Follow us on 
Facebook/Twitter 


www.lilpantry.com 
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ROOKIE ROOSTERS 


By Brian Mortensen 
Rogue River Press 


When the 2015 Rogue River Rooster 
Crow contest occurred, Buttercup, a light- 
brown-colored Amencana rooster hadn't even 
been hatched. 

He showed signs of being a prodigy at the 
2016 Rooster Crow, crowing 31 times to win 
the national championship competition on 
Sat., June 25. 

Buttercup rested on his back in the arms 
of co-owner Scott McFarland following his vic- 
tory, eaming the $150 top prize for his 25 min- 
utes’ work. 

His 31 crows is the lowest number of 
crows in the contest since Winchester's 30 in 
2006. The field was given only 25 minutes, 
rather than the traditional half-hour. 

Second-place finisher Ruger, who came 
from Brookings, finished with 26 crows to 
eam the $50 second prize. Foghom Leghom, 
with 18 crows, was third, winning $35, while 
David Crowie, with 13, won $25 for fourth 
place. Russell Crow finished fifth to eam $10. 

David Crowie also won Best Decorated 
Cage Prize to eam he and his owners an ad- 
ditional $15. 

"We just got him last fall," Audra Wonsyld, 
Buttercup's other co-owner said. 
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PLACE FIRST AND SECOND 


Being such a young rooster and being of 
such inexperience, whatever nerves he had 
about being in his first crowing competition 
were allayed due to some prescient thinking 
from his owners. 

“We brought his girlfriend (Sophie), so 
he'd be comfortable,” she said. 

Ruger, Buttercup's coastal competition, is 
a combination Americana and Welsummer 
rooster. Like, Buttercup, too, he wasn't alive 
at the time of the 2015 Rooster Crow compe- 
tition at only six months old. 

"He's loud," Elizabeth Howell, 11, who 
owns Ruger with Angel Howell, 14. "He crows 
a lot, but really loud." 

Their grandfather, Rudd Howell, also of 
Brookings, won the preliminary Human Crow- 
ing contest, coming out ahead in a field that 
included 2014 Human Crow contest winner 
Jeff Nemeth. 
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ARV Morensén 


Scott McFarland of Wolf Creek holds Buttercup, 
the 2016 Rooster Crow champion who was just a 
hatchling less than a year ago. He crowed 31 
times, the lowest winning total in 10 years. 


For being such a young rooster, he knows 
his place in the barnyard, Wonsyld said. 

"He's very protective of his ladies, so he 
crows quite a bit," she said. "He'll actually 


Howell himself is a returning champion, 
winning in 2000. 

He said winning this time did feel a little 
different. 

"| just started out on the farm when | was 
a kid. | used to crow at the rooster and have 
a good time," he said. 

Article originally published in the Rogue 


start crowing before the sun ever comes up." River Press on June 29, 2016. 


Our communities are rich with hidden 
gems like shops, restaurants and 
events like Rooster Crow. So share 
the love! When you bring a friend or 
make a recommenaation, Our 
community thrives. 


ROGUE RIVER 


110 Pine Street 
Rogue River, OR 97537 


UMPQUA 
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Member FDIC 

Equal Housing Lender (2¥ SBA Preferred Lender 
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RIVER RACERS’ RETURN TO 
ROOSTER CROW A SUCCESS 


By Brian Mortensen 
Rogue River Press 


With the -warm greeting 
given the Cal-Ore River Racers 
hydroplane boat racers for their 
first racing event in Rogue 
River in since 2011, it seemed 
only appropriate that the winner 
of the 20-mile race was a third- 
year driver earning his first vic- 
tory. 

Jesse Reinhart earned his 


first victory, earning the most | 
points in the race on Sun., June | 


26. The field that started out 
with 17 racers sped from a 


point a mile upstream (east) of | 
the former Savage Rapids Dam _ | 


site to the twin Interstate 5 


see RACERS on page 27 


Matt Medart 3M, takes) om with Jesse Reinier 17, Serena! at the s start Aah the 
Cal-Ore River Racers’ race on the Rogue River. 


121 PINE STREET 
541-562-4203 


order online at 
ww.abbys.com 


Plus, we deliver for Rogue River! 
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Not much has changed since 
1953, when the first National 
Rooster Crow Championship 
was held in Rogue River. 

The rules are simple. Each 
person can enter one rooster; 
(registration begins at 12 noon at 
the Rooster Crow Arena) the 
rooster must remain in the cage 
throughout the contest. An im- 
partial judge is assigned, and the 
tallying begins at 2:45 p.m. No 
mechanical, electrical, physical 
or chemical stimulants or de- 
vices are allowed. Moreover, 
roosters cannot be mistreated or 
abused. 

Each rooster has 30 minutes 
to crow his heart out. 

Never mind that most of the 
crowin’ occurs before the official 
contest, when most of the roost- 
ers fall prey to the pressure. 

In a contest from years past 
and as always, the arena is filled 
with roosters in their cages, 
some elaborately decorated, and 
their owners. 

In 2012, two-time champion 
Bye-Bye Bob was present and 
next to his cage was Rockin’ Red 
and his owner, six-year-old Zach 
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YOUR FUTURE IS WITHI 


THE RULES ARE 


Gray. 

“I've had Red for about a 
year,” Zach said. “! thought it 
would be fun if we tried this.” 

Master of Ceremonies John 
Bond had the area cleared ex- 
cept for owners and judges - a 
judge was assigned to each 
rooster and was required to keep 
track of each cock-a-doodle-doo 
crowed in 30 minutes. 

When the contest started, it 
was overcast and sprinkling. But, 


541-299-0299 www.reach-school.org 
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soon, the sky opened up and 
heavy rain fell onto the roosters, 
dampening a bit of the enthusi- 
asm. 

Roosters clucked anxiously, 
and then crowed with each judge 
tallying. 

Fillipe the Destroyer, a roos- 
ter owned by Spencer Hill and 
Alex Jameson, had been crow- 
ing constantly before the contest. 
However, when it was time for 
the real deal, Fillipe fell silent. 
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SIMPLE 


Then, he finally let out a sin- 
gle crow. 

“Yes!” both men shouted. Hill 
was optimistic that Fillipe might 
still win. 

“We can do this,” he said. 

However, when the 30 min- 
utes was over, he would not be 
crowned champion crower. 

George, owned by Jason 
and Dani Duby of Merlin, was the 
winner earning the $150 prize 
with more than 44 crows. 
see SIMPLE on page 26 
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NEW LOOK FOR BOOSTER CROW IK 


“By Brian Mortensen Brian Mortensen 
Rogue River Pross 


The Rooster Crow five kilo- 
meter run, the event that kicks 
off each of the Saturday events, 
seemed like almost a whole 
new event on Sat., June 25. 

With the sign-up process 
and organization through the 
large Southern Oregon Run- 
ners group, it had all the bells 
and whistles of its big road runs 
around Southern Oregon in-: 
cluding music, a big inflatable 
arch for the start and finish, and 
automatic timing. 

The most important differ- 


Participants in the Rodeier Crow five-kilomoter run head toward the comer of Pine Street and West Main Street 
ence to the Rooster C row run About 130 runners participated in the fund-raiser for Rogue Community College's cross country program. 


was the 130 runners at the year was a fund-raiser for the handed out, in fact, by the big big loop on West Evans Creek 
start. cross country program at blue Osprey mascot. Road, passing through Palmer- 
The Rooster Crow run this Rogue Community College § The 3.1-mile course was dif- ton Park and over the wooden 
(RCC). Post-race awards were ferentalso, starting on the track bridge to Anna Classick Park 


at Beck Field and forming a see 5K on page 27 


Windermere 


REAL ESTAT-E 


Southern Oregon 


In the HEART of ROGUE VALLEY 


We're here to serve all your real estate needs! | 
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Winners of Rooster Crow Run are Danie! Beckstead of Grants Pass (left) 
and Michele Holcomb of Medford (right). Photos: RRP/Brian Mortensen 


T }}} Susan Jaeger © Karen Thornton = Marian Szewc Sheri Boats 
(2) @ Ce L V4 (A Principal Broker/Owner Principal Broker Principal Broker/Owner Broker 
Finest rood) In\ The Rogue Valley Call Us Today! 


- §41-582-2000 or 541-476-2000 
Bia SouthemOregon@Windemmere.com | 


500 East Main St. » Rogue River, Oregon 97537 
PO Box 2087 « Rogue River, Oregon 97537 


541-582-4147 
Beer ° Wine ° Lottery 


5K from page 25 


and through downtown Rogue 
River on Pine Street and re- 
peating before finishing on the 
track. 

Daniel Beckstead, who will 
be a sophomore at Grants 
Pass High School, led a group 
of his teammates in winning 
the race in 17 minutes, six sec- 
onds. 

"It's a really fun course. | 
was doing great until the 
wooden bridge kind of threw 
me off-stride, but | got back on 
track when | saw the RCC peo- 
ple, and the big blue bird,” he 
said. "That made me smile.” 

Michele Holcomb of Med- 


G Li 


SUHS & SRIES 


ford was the first female fin- 
isher, placing fifth overall in 
18:41. 

She had last run in the 
Rooster Crow 5K three years 
ago, but she said she liked the 
new course. 

Holcomb had just run 28 
miles in the Run The Wild 
Rogue Relay June 17-18. 

"One of my teammates was 
injured, so | had to run in his 
place," she said. "That's prob- 
ably why | didn't run a (per- 
sonal record)." 

Her team ended up winning 
the relay race, which runs 218 
miles from Applegate Lake to 
Brookings. 
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HAPPY ROOSTER CROW 


Chake aTAIL FEATHER 
down to Baci's after the 
parade and join us for 
lunch or dinner in the 
air conditioning! 


Cold Microbrews s all the 
yummy pizza, pasta, 
calzones. sandwiches s 
salad that you need to 


GET YOUR CROW ONI 


SIMPLE from page 24 


“| grew up in Rogue River all 
my life and never been to a 
Rooster Crow,” Duby said. 

“We took in George a few years 
ago and decided to enter the 
contest — I'm glad we did.” 

Last year's champ Bye-Bye 
Bob came in second with 35 
Crows. 

Those numbers just don't 
compare to the likes of Beetle 
Baum who crowed 109 times in 
1953. And, the feat (if not the 
beak) of White Lightening, who 
crowed 112 times in 1978, and 
B.W., 107 in 2005, seem unpar- 
alleled. 

No one knows the secrets 
that encourage a rooster to 
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crow, but White Lightning's 
owner, Willie Beck of Gold Hill, 
said it was simple. "I just kept 
him away from any other roost- 
ers or chickens for six weeks 
before the contest and brought 
him to the contest in a large 
sack.” 

However, the secret may 
have been in the person of Dr. 
Mabel Bryant who stood before 
his cage flapping her arms and 
cheering him on to spectacular 
achievements. According to the 
good doctor, "We were commu- 
nicating with each other!” 

Was she the inspiration for 
the Human National Crowing 
Championship that_ began 17 
years ago? 


Center 


Cogimunity First 


132 Broadway » P.O. Box 295 » Rogue River, OR 97537 
Phone: (541) 582-0609 » Fax: (541) 582-1602 


510 E. MainSt 


Rogue River OR97537 
inthe Rogue River Plaza 


(541) 582-0508 


Alsoin Medford! 
2105 Roberts Rd 


Medford OR 97504 


(541)773-3708 


www.Bacispizza.com 
find us on facebook! 
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KIWANIS from page 16 
from RRJSHS, receives recom- 
mendations from the teachers 
and then orchestrates a confi- 
dential voting from their com- 
plete staff team to determine 
each month's recipients. “We 
get kids from every background 
who are doing awesome things 
and making significant contri- 
butions in their clubs or activi- 
ties, says Erika. "So it is not 
only academic qualifiers but re- 
markable achievers we recog-. 
nize.” 

At REACH, the nominees 


also may come from a wider 
group then just the academic 
rock stars. “Those who show 
great improvement and strive 
for growth are also considered 
for their efforts,” reports Cecile 
Enright, Director. “It's a wonder- 
ful program for student recog- 
nition.” 

The students and their 
guests attend one of the 
monthly Kiwanis lunch meet- 
ings at the Live Oak Grange 
Hall at which time they are in- 
dividually recognized for their 
achievements in academic 


growth or excellence, 
school/class leadership, com- 
munity service, and/or extracur- 
ricular activities. In addition toa 
delicious, homemade lunch 
prepared in the Grange 
kitchen, each awardee is pre- 
sented with their own certifi- 
cate. Additionally, their group 
photo and names appear in the 
Rogue River Press. 

“It's a great experience to 
meet with these students every 
month and have them interact 
with our club,” commends Art 
Ferranti, current Kiwanis presi- 


dent. “There's a spark and en- 
ergy that emanates from them 
and you can just feel they not 
only make a real impact in their 
school today, but will continue 
to do so in their future endeav- 
ors, careers, and communities.” 

If you'd like to learn more 
about this or the other activities 
of the Rogue River Kiwanis, go 
to their Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/rrkiwanis- 
club/ and send an e-mail or 
drop by the Live Oak Grange 
on Gardiner Street at noon 
Wednesdays. 


RACERS from page 23 


bridges upstream from Valley of 
the Rogue State Park, about six 
river miles. 

The drivers did three down- 
and-back shuttles, re-starting 
each time, and a final run to their 
staging area at the Coyote 
Evans Park boat ramp. 

"The course is really good. It 
was kind of a technical course, 
and the Twin Bridges area was 


pretty rough and there's quitea ~ | ’ 


bit of good stuff (in and on the 
river) to play with,” Reinhart 
said. "The lower section was 
pretty good. The wind kicked up 
at the end. That was kind of the 
factor, for me, | felt, and | had a 
pretty good boat today and | was 
able to get going.” 

The 17 boats on the starting 
line at noon for the Sunday ac- 
tion was the most the Cal-Ore 
Racers had since Boatnik in 
Grants Pass Memorial Day 
weekend. Reinhart said he was 
pleased that most of them, 10, 
were able to finish. 

"We had a pretty good set-up 
for getting everybody in and out, 
and we had a lot of boats finish, 
which was pretty good," he said. 


"Usually, through attrition, we 
usually have five to eight boats 
finish, so to have as many finish 
as we did was really, really, re- 


ally good.” 
Reinhart was able to outlast 
Boatnik champion Roger 


Sanderson (Hoopa, Calif.), who 
had won previous week's race in 
Klamath Glen, Calif., and Jeff 
Lewis of Grants Pass, the third- 
place finisher. 

Michael Dickson (Willow 
Creek, Calif.) was fourth, and 
Dereck Ely of Grants Pass was 
fifth. 

Lewis, a longtime veteran 
racer, had a bad start to his day 
when his motor, a hand-cranked 


Mercury Marine motor just like 
each of his competitors, wouldn't 
start on the first run. After at 
least a minute of pulling on the 
string-pull starter, he was finally 
able to start his boat and leave 
the river's edge. 

"The motor decided not to 
start, not start at all. Didn't even 
pop,” he said. "l was about to 
say, ‘To heck with it,’ and, of 
course, my crew is telling me, 
‘Crank that thing,’ and, | was get- 
ting tired, and finally, away it 
went." 

After he finally got started, his 
kill switch got pulled, and he had 
to start again. 

"So, it wasn't that my day at 
that point,” he said. 

He said the stretch of river 
the racers used was an an "ex- 
cellent‘course”. 

“The water's just about right,” 
he said. "The last time | was 


going down here was when |’ 


was waterskiing years ago. 

"It's got its own merits. It's got 
some rough water. It's got some 
straight water and some rocks, 
and some bumps in the way. 
Each race course has its own 
unusual events, but this one's 
pretty good. It's a nice course." 
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Reinhart, the Cal-Ore Racers’ 
race director, said itis already in 
the works to come back for 
Rooster Crow 2017. 

"Me and my wife are trying to 
keep it going,” he said. "It's a 
great event and a good thing for 
the community.” 

Anumber of people were on 
the Depot Street bridge watch- 
ing the action. There were also 
quite a few people watching the 
racers’ time tnals on Sat., June 
26. 

Sanderson had the fastest 
time on the time-trial course, 
Starting and ending at Coyote 
Evans Park, at four minutes, 
37.36 seconds. The time trials 
also go toward the driver's sea- 
son points. Following Sander- 
son was Jared Hood, Grants 
Pass, at 4:47.52. Lewis was 
third at 4:52.02, followed by 
Reinhart, 4:53.22; Dickson, 
4:54.44: Ely, 5:07.84; Cameron 
Kirkland, Grants Pass, 5:08.03: 
Robert Calvosa, Eureka, Calif. 
5:08.87; Jude Hostler, Hoopa, 
5:13.15; and Virgil Moorehead, 
McKinleyville, Calif., 5:27.37. 

Article originally published in 
the Rogue River Press on June 
29, 2016. 


RRID TAKES CARE OF HOMETOWN 


Members of the Rogue River 
Fire District (RRFD) will spend 
most of the Rooster Crow cele- 
bration demonstrating their train- 
ing exercises and equipment 
operations to a crowd gathered at 
Rogue River Elementary School. 

“A lot of people see us as we 
make our medical calls,” said For- 
mer Chief Ben Ramsey. “Unless 
something major happens in 
town, many don't get to see us or 
our gear in action.” 

In past years demonstrations, 
the RRFD crew first set up a rope 
rescue demonstration. Securing 
a number of ropes between two 
trees a few hundred feet apart, 
one firefighter was hauled up into 
the air and maneuvered by other 
firefighters on the ground. Pulling 
on the ropes, they brought him 
into position above a firefighter 
playing the part of rescue victim. 


Firefighters demonstrate car victim extrication on the RRES playground. 


RRFO firefighter Jeff Fitzger- 
ald, using a microphone and pub- 
lic address speakers, explained 
how the rope rescue operation 


would be used to rescue a hiker 
from a canyon or swimmers 
Stranded in the river. 

“It's something we rarely have 
to do,” he said. “But, it's some- 
thing that we have to train for and 
be prepared for. That's part of our 
job.” 

Next, the RRFD personnel 
setup an extrication scenario in- 
volving a wrecked car and the 
Jaws of Life. 

Firefighters recruited a female 
volunteer from the crowd to play 
the victim trapped in the wrecked 
Saturn Firefighters in full tumout 
gear — almost 50 pounds of 
equipment — set to work on the 
rescue operation. Other crew 
members checked on the victim 
while others inspected the vehi- 
cle. 

“You have to be careful with 
some vehicles,” Fitzgerald said. 
“The air-shocks on front- and rear 
bumpers can explode — which 
turns that bumper into a deadly 
flying projectile. So, we have to 
be cautious when approaching a 
vehicle.” 

The firefighters set up the 
Jaws of Life and began using it to 
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remove the damaged passenger 
side door. In the meantime, other 
firefighters saw to the “medical 
needs" of the victim in the car, 
while their partners used a power 
saw to remove the windshield. 
The firefighters moved quickly, 
but cautiously, always assessing 
the situation and considering their 
options. 

“Our main concem is removing 
the victim from the car as soon as 
possible,” Fitzgerald said. “How- 
ever, we have to factor in the vic- 
tim’s condition and make sure 
she's protected from further 
harm.” 

After several minutes, the fire- 
fighters removed the young 
woman from the vehicle, their ef- 
forts applauded by the crowd. 

“It's good for everyone, these 
demonstrations,” Ramsey said. 
“It's good for the public because 
they get to see what we have to 
face some times when we have 
certain calls. And, it's good for the 
guys, since they (use the time) to 
train and use the gear.” 

Article originally published in 
the Rogue River Press on June 
30, 2012. 


CARS OLDER THAN CROW 


The Rogue River Rooster 
Crow has been around since 
1953. Interestingly, there may 
be cars at the Rooster Crow 
Car Show that have been 
around even longer. 


This will be the 18th year 
the car show has been part of 
the Rogue River Rooster Crow 
weekend, and this year's show 
should have more than 100 
cars on display. The show fea- 


tures some of the best antique 
automobiles, classic cars and 
muscle motors in the area. 
There will even be some car 
kits to take a look at as part of 
the exhibition. 
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There will be plenty of win- 
ners for those participating in 
the car show as well as plenty 
of chances at door prizes for all 
those in attendance. 

The car show will be held 
on the third day of the Rooster 
Crow weekend, Sunday, June 
25. Cars will be on display from 
8 am to 3 pm. in Downtown 
Rogue River on Main Street. 
The awards presentation will 
begin at 2 pm. 

The entry fee for participat- 
ing in the car show is $20. 

Participants will receive a 
car show poster and other 
goodies. 

The local businesses spon- 
soring the car show include 
Best Western Inn at the 
Rogue, Edward Jones Invest- 
ments — Bryan Dorsey, and 
Southern Oregon Credit Serv- 
ices. 


CROWING 64 YEARS AND COUNTING 


Rogue River's famed 
Rooster Crow Contest started 
in 1953 as a clever, some say 
silly, way to let folks know that 
Rogue River is a town, not just 
a river. 

Shade Coombs, inspired 
by the tale of Welsh coal min- 
ers who staged colorful rooster 
crowing contests during their 
holidays, shared the idea with 
fellow merchants interested in 
generating a little publicity and 


Rooster Crow circa 1954. 


self-promotion. 

Coombs's proposition wag 
accepted by the Rogue River 
Booster Club and funds were 
set aside for a cash prize for 
the owner of the rooster that 
crowed the most within a 30- 
minute period. 

The first contest was held 
May 23, 1953. There were 75 
roosters perched and ready to 
let loose when Chief of Police 
William Peters fired the open- 


ing gun at 10 a.m. The caged 
cocks were free to crow for half 
an hour. Hollerin’ Harry crowed 
71 times and earned his owner 
$50. 

Now, $50 was a sizable 
sum, considering that in 1953, 
gas was 25 cents a gallon as 
were a loaf of bread and a gal- 
lon of milk. And, coffee was a 
mere 50 cents a pound. 

Interstate 5 had yet to be 
built, but still more than 500 
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people traveled to the tiny 
hamlet of Rogue River to wit- 
ness the contest held at City 
Park. 

The contest continued to 
entertain even after the final 
cock-a-doodle-doo. Grants 
Pass auctioneer Charlie Morri- 
son auctioned off the fowl--- 
some had gone afoul, ruffling 
the feathers of their coop-side 
handlers. 

see HISTORY on page 31 


—————— es 


HISTORY from page 30 


Silent Sam owned by Bill 
Reeder was offered first. Hav- 
ing lived up to his name, his 
owner disgustedly bid 10 cents 
and then watched a flurry of 
bidding. After high bidder 
Harold McKenzie paid $50, 
there was a rush of rooster 
owners hoping to cash in, but 
the bidding dropped rapidly. 

A drizzling rain that turned 
to a downpour failed to 
dampen the spirits of the spec- 
tators or the boosters, and 
Medford, Grants Pass and 
Portland media gave the crow 
fest such favorable publicity, 
the boosters decided to hold a 
second contest on September 
5, 1953. 

According to a Rogue 
River Press article published in 
June 1954, organizers ex- 
pected 1,500 people to attend 
that summer's crow fest. In- 
stead, 2,000 folks poured into 
the city and witnessed Rocky 
knock out the competition with 
79 crows. 

The successful event has 
continued for many years, and 
the 64th crowing contest will 
again be held on the last Sat- 
urday in June. The Rogue 
River Chamber of Commerce 
and Kiwanis co-sponsor the 
weekend. 

Before all the cock-a-doo- 
dle-doo-ing begins, there is a 
rooster-themed parade---this 
year, the theme is “Redneck 
Rooster,” in celebration of the 
city of Rogue River being cho- 
sen in the top ten cities of the 
most redneck cities in the state 
of Oregon by the real estate 
website, _ HomeSnacks.net. 
According to their website, 
they aim to “deliver bite-sized 
Pieces of infotainment about 
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where you live with a sense of 
humor." 

In addition to memorabilia, 
roosters appear everywhere—- 
on T-shirts, hats, banners, 
aprons, shoes and flags, and 
in the form of rooster statues 
and stuffed roosters. 

Charlie Weaver, a Kiwan- 
ian and a local Realtor, who 
passed away in 2014 had a 
front row seat at the Rooster 
Crow every since that first one 
in ’53. 

“| remember when it was 
held down on Depot Street,” he 
recalled once. “Cages lined 
each side of the street, and 
there were roosters and peo- 
ple up and down, all along the 
curbs.” 

He also laughed at the 
memory of one contest that 
started with a bang. The police 
chief was to blow a whistle at 
10 a.m. to signal the start. No 
one heard the whistle, so he 


fired his pistol. 

“Everyone was scared silly, 
the roosters too,” he added. 

From Depot Street, the 
contest moved to where the 
Umpqua Bank parking lot is 
today. For years, festivities 
were held at Wards Creek 
Park, said Weaver. 

“Well, the freeway took out 
the park, and that ended that,” 
he added. 

The Rogue River Lions 
Club took over from the Rogue 
River Boosters Club, and since 
1993, the Kiwanis have been 
lead organizers along with the 
Chamber of Commerce and 
the City of Rogue River. 

These days, the Rooster 
Crow shares the spotlight dur- 
ing what has become an entire 
weekend of activities, including 
one of the area's largest and 
best summer parades, the Na- 
tional Human Crow contest, a 
Classic car show, entertain- 
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ment, arts and crafts, and food. 

The weekend-long festival 
really starts rockin’ and rollin’ 
during Saturday's parade 
when more than 50 floats, 
marching units, horses, dogs, 
llamas, and folks in rooster 
costumes head down Main 
Street. Hundreds of people line 
the streets between the Rogue 
River Shopping Center and 
Rogue River Elementary 
School. 

“This all seemed hokey, 
when | moved here in 2002,” 
said Holly Spitz, a member of 
the Chamber of Commerce. 
“First, you ask yourself why, 
and then you find yourself say- 
ing why not!” 

“No one can figure out why, 
it just is,” said Weaver. “People 
love it. It's just a whole lot of 
fun.” 

Added Spitz: “This is small 
town America. This is what we 
do.” 
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